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W e all know salt melts ice, but some deic-

ers can be harmful to pets, plants, and 

our water supply. Here are some tips on 

choosing deicers. 

There's no denying it: Ice on steps and walkways 

is extremely dangerous, leading to countless inju-

ries each year. It's bad enough if you or a family member take a tumble, but it 

may be even worse if someone else does. Under certain circumstances, you 

could be liable if someone slips and injures themselves while on your property. 

Thankfully, salt and ice can't co-exist. Commercial deicers use various chemical 

variations of salt to melt away dangerous ice on patios, walkways, and drive-

ways. 

Unfortunately, those same chemicals can harm fish, wildlife, and household 

pets. In addition, they can corrode your hard masonry outdoor surfaces. 

How salt works on ice 

Salt and deicers are effective ice-melting 

agents because they lower the freezing 

point of water, turning ice back into water. 

Salts and deicers are cheap, effective,  

simple to use, and easier than attacking ice 

with brute physical force. 

What's the problem? 

That same chemical magic that turns ice 

into water creates a very salty brine that 

can make household pets sick, and eats 

away at outdoor hardscaping made of  

concrete, brick, and stone. 

Deicing products also can damage your 

plants by altering the chemical composi-

tion of the soil in planting beds and yards. 

Inside the home, tracked-in salt can mar 

carpets and wood floors. 

The problem is bigger than your back 

yard, too. 

"Salt is very soluble, and it runs off into … 
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landscape, sand can clog 

storm sewers and it must be 

cleaned up at some point by 

the home owner. 

Tips for using deicing 

products 

 •Buy the right 

blend. By having a product 

that best suits your climatic 

conditions and average low 

temps, you'll need to use 

less of it. 

 •Keep walkways 

shoveled in the first place as 

snow quickly becomes ice 

when walked upon. 

 •Pre-treat walkways 

before the storm hits. You'll 

need less deicer in the long 

run. 

 •Mix sand with salt 

- you'll use less to melt ice, 

and gain the traction pro-

vided by sand. 

 •Store ice-melt 

products in airtight contain-

ers to maintain maximum 

effectiveness. 
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Also known as rock salt, 

this basic compound is one 

of the cheapest ice melters 

on the market. It has the 

lowest price per pound, but 

it's the hardest on the envi-

ronment and not that effec-

tive at temps less than 15 

degrees F. Cost: $6 for a 50-

lb. bag. 

 •Calcium chloride: 

One of the best choices for 

super-cold climates, it's ef-

fective down to minus 25 

degrees F. It's a better envi-

ronmental choice than so-

dium chloride. Cost: $20 for 

a 50-lb. bag. 

 •Calcium magne-

sium acetate: Relatively new 

on the market, it's a salt-free 

product that's touted as en-

vironmentally friendly, but 

that claim has yet to be 

tested in the long run. It 

costs more than other deic-

ers. Cost: $30 for a 50 lb. 

bag. 

Other options 

Unfortunately, there are few 

proven eco-friendly alterna-

tives to chemical deicers. 

Some products have lower 

salt content but include gly-

cols, fertilizers, and urea, 

which are blamed for 

aquatic dead zones, algae 

blooms, and other water-

quality issues. 

Sand does not melt ice, but 

it can aid in traction. While 

not directly harmful to the 

nearby creeks, rivers, and 

lakes, where it can have a 

tremendous effect on native 

plants," explains Jim Bissel, 

Director of Conservation at 

Cleveland's Museum of 

Natural History. 

Deicing products are 

blamed for fish and am-

phibian kills, aquatic dead 

zones, and corrosion of ve-

hicles, bridges and road-

ways, plus a host of other 

environmental ills. 

Choosing the right salt 

and deicing product 

 As a shopper for deicing 

products, you'll have to bal-

ance your needs with any 

environmental concerns. 

Ignore packaging promises 

like "natural," "pet-

friendly," or 

"environmentally safe" - 

those labels can be mislead-

ing and inaccurate. Buyers 

should also take with a grain 

of salt claims that a product 

works to sub-arctic temps, 

as those results rarely are 

duplicated in real-world ap-

plications. 

In general, the lower the 

price of the product, the 

more salt it contains and the 

more potentially harmful it 

is to the environment. 

Check product labels to 

figure out the chief ingredi-

ents in these popular deic-

ing products: 

 •Sodium chloride: 

Tips on Using Salt to Melt Ice Safely Around Your Home cont.  
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“The weak can 

never forgive. 

Forgiveness 

is the 

attribute of 

the strong.” ~ 

Gandhi  
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Amanda Grover 

President/Broker 

Office Ext. 201 

Cell: 315-729-4897 

amandalgrover@ 

gmail.com  

   

Sandy King 

Associate Broker  

Office Ext. 202 

Cell: 585-703-4714 

sandrajking@ 

frontiernet.net 

Lots of snow to play in, baking cookies and enjoying 
Christmas Season! We’re looking forward to a New Year 
and a busy year for AGRE!  We plan to head north to 
the Adirondacks to visit my brother at the Moose River 
Bed and Breakfast in Thendara and spend a couple days 
in the mountains.  The way the snow is piling up we’ll all 
be happy to see Spring!  

Dan King 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 208 

Cell: 585-703-5835 

dlking@ 

frontiernet.net 

Travis Grover 

Our Jack of all 

Trades 

Office Ext. 206 

Cell: 315—651-

2132 

 

 

Sue Polizzi 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 203 

Cell: 585-794-2895 

polizzisusan@ 

yahoo.com 

Let it snow, let it snow, 
let it snow! Getting ready 
for my kid's to come 
home for the holidays to 
bake cookies, go skiing 
and enjoying the winter 
weather with them. 
Happy Holidays!  

 

“It always seems impossible 

until it's done.” ~ Nelson  

Mandela  

 

 

 

Reflecting on this past year, we are grateful for many 
things and have had many changes in our lives. 
We're thankful for Our Family, Our Health and the 
success of our businesses this year.  The new year 
brings many new projects for us.  Looking forward 
to snowmobiling season!! 

Calvin ruthven 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 207 

Cell: 315-521-0884 

flxsold@gmail.com 

Feeling rested and ener-
gized from a enjoyable 
cruise to Key West and 
Cozumel.  Looking for-
ward to closing on a multi-
family property in Geneva.  
Looking forward to serv-
ing new and returning cli-
ents in the New Year. 

 



Handsome Colonial!  

Handsome colonial with quality updates! Oak kitchen, dining area, 

living room, 3Bdrms-one first floor, 2 up- & 2 1/2 baths all nicely 

done w/modern colors. Large master Bdrm has ensuite full bath. Pri-

vate office & laundry on the second floor. Deck over looks private 

back yard. 2 car garage, cement floor, wired & drains. Blktop circle 

drive! New in '06 is a roof, vinyl siding, windows! New A/C split 

system to cool the whole house. Call Sue Polizzi! $144,900.  

 

3399 State Route 54A 

Penn Yan, NY 14527  

 

100 State Route 245  
Rushville, NY 14544 
Phone: 585-554-6444 
Fax: 585-554-3816  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Home Business Set Up; Carry on a Tradition!  

10,000+ SqFt Retail Space & Quaint Restaurant/Café in Beautiful, Country 

Setting in the Heart of the Finger Lakes. 4,800+ SqFt storage bldg. Home 

of "The Loomis Barn & Country Shops & Corn Hill Cafe" Established 50 

yrs ago by same family who operates it today! Business, Equipment & 

Inventory can sell Turn-Key! Lower level retail space has rental income. 

Original Loomis Family Homestead next door avail! Sugar Shack & maple 

equip avail. Landscaping, Public Water, Paved Parking. Call Amanda 

Grover! $225,000  

4942 Loomis Rd 

Rushville, NY 14544  
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